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THE COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN IN LATIN AMERICA 


AS REFLECTED IN THE CURRENT SOVIET PRESS 


Recent emphasis on Latin America in the Soviet press hag drawn a 
clear outline of Soviet plans in that part of the world. Major articles have 
underscored the long experience of the Communist Parties in Latin America 
and have described the South American continent as ready for "the victory 
of the proletariat. '' As reported by the Communist leaders of the Latin 
American countries, the Communist parties have gained in influence 
through unrelenting propaganda work in the public media and through the 
use of economic strikes in political struggle. 


The Soviets value the creation of the so-called ''national liberation 
fronts" in this struggle. In the view of one Soviet publication, a tie has 
already been strengthened between the parties of the proletariat and other 
"progressive forces, '' including the trade unions, which are expected by 
the Soviet planners to play a major roie in the Soviet penetration of Latin 
America. 


A further Communist tactic is to form ailiances with the socialist 
parties, which are said increasingly to relinquish the old basis of European 
social democracy. 


A problem glossed over in the Soviet press is that the Kremlin's 
efforts in Latin America clash with Communist Chinese attempts at 
penetration there. Undisturbed, however,theSoviets are pushing ahead 
with their plan to shape a kind of union of socialist republics out pf the 
South American countries. 
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No. 35, 1960/61 


THE COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN IN LATIN AMERICA 


AS REFLECTED IN THE CURRENT SOVIET PRESS 


In recent months, the Soviet press has been openly proclaiming the 
goals of the Communist Party in Latin America. Major articles in So- 


viet publications show that its ultimate goal is the creation south of the 
border of a union of socialist republics patterned after the USSR. 


Such an article is the contribution to the No. 5, 1961, issue of the 
Soviet Party Central Committee organ Kommunist by the Secretary of the 
Uruguayan Communist Party Rodney Arismendi, ‘Latin America Comes 
to the Front of the Stage. '' This article, which undoubtedly reflects the view- 
point: of the leaders of the Soviet Communist Party, examines the problems 
invoived int conducting a "genuinely revolutionary movement" in the Latin 
American countries and studies the ''conditions and prerequisites needed 
for the victory of the proletariat" there: 


The prerequisites for the creation of such con- 
ditions are already present: Communist Parties exist, 
a Marxist-Leninist world outlook has been formula- 
ted, revolutionary ideas have taken hold of..., 
a thousand warriors, who head hundreds of thousands 
of workers who have thrown back their... shoulders for 
the struggle against American imperialism and the 
ruling classes.... Today's great task is to draw the 
logical conclusions from these prerequisites (p. 86). 


The article stresses the years of experience of the Latin American 
Communist Parties, the Argentine Party being described as the oldest 
Communist Party outside of Europe. As early as in 1929, according to 
the article, there were in the Latin American countries 14 Communist 
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Parties, or almost one third of all the Communist Parties in the world. 
At present "there are Communist Parties in ail the countries of Latin 
America.... The Communist Parties of Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Mexico have already been functicning for more than 40 years, many 
other Parties have already celebrated their thirtieth anniversary" (ibid. ). 


Although the Latin American Communist Parties are numerically 
small, having a total of about 250,000 members, or only 0.6 per cent of 

the Party members cf the world (Kommunist, No. 6, 1961,p. 110), in 
recent years membership has been on the increase. In Uruguay, for 
example, the;. number of members is said to » have grown by 
more than 250 per cent between 1955 and 1959. Communist organizations 
are now to be found in "all major industries both private and state. '' Mem- 
bership of the Komsomol, the young Communist league, has also increased. 
At present the Uruguayan Communist Party publishes five newspapers and 

a theoretical magazine, Estudios. According to the organ of the world Com- 
munist movement, Problemy Mira I Sotsializma, (Problems of Peace and 
Socialism, Prague, No. 2, 1961), it also has the right to broadcast from 
no less than eight radio centers. 


The Secretary of the Uruguayan Communist Party Alberto Suarez de- 
scribed the set-up of his Party in industrial enterprises as follows: "At 
each major factory control is concentrated in the hands of a cell consisting 


of 8 to 10 or 15 persons.... By means of such a cell we can control dozens 
of Party members, and through them all the workers in the factory" (ibid., 
p. 16). 


The Colombian Communist Party is said to have enjoyed considerable 
success. Although numerically small, the Party reportedly publishes an 
enormous amount of propaganda literature and has a special center, at 
which young persons receive political training. Colombian Communist 
leaders pay regular visits to Moscow and Peking. 


The magazine Kommunist declares in its No. 6, 1961, issue that 
"the third stage in the general collapse of capitalism, which began in the 
middle of the Fifties in the conditions of world competition and of the strug- 
gle of two systems, was marked by the entrance of the international workers' 
movement into a new stage of its development, ‘while... 1960 became a 
year of further strengthening of the Communist avant-garde of the interna- 
tional working class, the consolidation of its forces, the broadening of its 
influence. '' The same issue proclaims the slogan, "from economic strikes 
to political struggle'' and reports a considerable growth of such a strugple, 
engenderéd through strikes in Latin America! during the past year. The 
magazine gives concrete examples of the conversion of strikes into armed 
struggle, including Venezuela, and urges that this method be followed by 
other countries. 
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The Soviets attach great importance to the creation in the Latin 
American countries of the so-called ‘national liberation fronts, " 
which endeavor to draw in trade-unions,youth and women's organiza- 
tions, the left-socialist parties, the peasantry, the intelligentsia and 
even the national bourgeoisie,under the ieadership of the Communist © 
Party. The Soviet Party organ provides the reason for creating this 

type of front: ''The peoples of Latin America are creating a national 
democratic front--a social force capable of carrying out the sentence 

of history. Its avant-garde is the proletariat.... The national front 

is already developing throughout the whole of Latin America" (Kom- 
munist, No. 5, 1961, pp. 82 - 83). A review of international events 
recently published by the Institute for World Economics and Interna> 
tional Relations of the Soviet Academy of Sciences insists that "in 

Latin America contact has been strengthened between the parties of 

the proletariat and other progressive forces. '' Examples cited of such 
contacts are the formation of a people's action front in Chile, co-operation 
between the Communists and such groups as the Republican-Democratic 
Union of Venezuela, the left-wing liberals in Colombia, and the left 

wing of the Brazilian Workers" Party (ibid., No. 6, 1961, p. 106). 


The trade unions figure inthe Communist plans to play a major role 
in the Soviet penetration of Latin America. In 1938, the Confederation 
of Workers of Latin America was formed in Mexico. Having become 
a branch of the Communist-sponsored World Federation of Trade Unions 
after World War II, it has generally taken decisions in accordance with 
the main lines of Soviet foreign policy in South America. Kommunist de- 
fines the political make-up and role of the trade unions as follows: 


In the course of the struggle through strikes 
and demonstrations with the participation of mil- 
lions of workers, trade-union centers have been: = * 
created. The program of these centers has a class 
character.... In Chile, Cuba and Uruguay, the 
trade-union centers are the main prop of the anti- 
imperialist and democratic demonstrations. The 
trade unions are playing a major role in the strug- 

gle of the workers of Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador 

and other countries for social and political goals. 

The positions of the revolutionary movement in 

trade unions of Argentina, Colombia, Brazil, Costa 
Rica and elsewhere have been considerably conso- 
lidated (Kommunist, No. 5, 1961, p. 84). 


A further Communist tactic isto form alliances with the socialist 
parties.. This process, it is claimed, is developing successfully and 
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the socialist parties are "to an increasing extent abandoning the old 
European social democracy"' (Kommunist, No. 9, 1961, p. 85 - 86). 
The same source further claims that: 


In Chile, the socialists, in alliance with Com- 
munists, comprise the nucleus of the people's action © 
front. Most members of the Socialist Party of Argentina 
are abandoning the right-wing leaders. At the last elec- 
tions in Ecuador, the Socialist Party acted together 

with the Communist.... In Brazil, the Socialist Party's 
atttitude toward the Communists is positive. In Uruguay, 
the Socialist Party has broken with the Socialist Inter - 
national.... The Cuban revolution has caused many 
forces in the socialist parties to go further to the left 
(Kommunist, No, 5, 1961, p. 84). 


The Communist organ boasts of success in winning over what it calls 
the ''venal, conciliatory'' local bourgeoisie and intelligentsia. ''One more 
proof,'' it adds, "is the fact that a number of outstanding figures in the 
field of culture have gone over to Marxist positions.'' Large numbers of 
Latin American students, the Soviet press also claims, are now studying 
at the Patrice Lumumba University in Moscow. The Soviet press makes 
no attempt to conceal its view of the revolution in Cuba as a step to revo- 
lution in all Latin America. ''The contribution of the Cuban revolutionists 
consists in their portrayal of their revolution as a ‘pan- continental pheno- 
menon'' (Kommunist, No. 5. 1961, pp. 70 - 72). 


A problem glossed over in the Soviet press is that Moscow's efforts 
in Latin America clash with Chinese penetration in this area. Prior to 
the Cuban revolution, Chinese influence was possibly greater than that of 
the Soviets. Peking has been broadcasting to Latin America since the 
mid-1950's froma special transmitter, and in November 1956 a special 
section for the study of Latin America was set up in the International Re- 
lations Institute of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. South American de- 
legations prefer to visit Peking over Moscow. In turn, numerous Chinese 
delegations have visited Latin America. Analysis of the Soviet press shows 
that the Kremlin is undisturbed by such competition and continues to push 
Latin America into the foreground of Communist struggle. Moscow pro- 
claims its policy there as a second war for the independence of the Latin 
_ American states and attempts to give the impression that a revolution is in 
progress throughout the continent, and that its aim is the "proclamation 
of the brotherly co-operation of the free peoples of the continent'’ (Kommunist, 
No. 5, 1961, p. 73; Pravda, April 29, 1961). The Soviet method of infil- 
tration is aimed at a kind of union of socialist republics in Latin America, 
patterned after the Soviet Union and sitting in the shadow of its aegis. 
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